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idea of possession. He believes that man's moral purity
expressing itself through right action is a higher expression of
art than the external forms like pictures, songs, etc. "A life of
sacrifice is the pinnacle of art." True Beauty and art are not
independent of the purity of private life. "Purity of life is the
highest and truest art. The art of producing good music from a
cultivated voice can be achieved by many, but the art of produ-
cing that music from the harmony of a pure life is achieved
very rarely."

Gandhiji concedes that artists may be able to see Truth in
and through Beauty. But he thinks in terms of the millions. The
millions cannot be trained to acquire a perception of Beauty so
as to see Truth in it. They should be shown Truth first and they
will see Beauty afterwards. To him beautiful is that which can
serve the starving millions. Thus he lays stress on the aesthetic
value of khadi and other products of the non-exploitative
rural industries. In 1946 he said to Agatha Harrison, "We
have been taught to believe that what is beautiful need not
be useful and what is useful cannot be beautiful. I want to
show that what is useful can also be beautiful."

It has also been pointed out that "Gandhiji lays all stress on
character and attaches little importance to intellectual training
and development,"60 and that character without intelligence is
not worth much. Gandhiji no doubt believes that intellect with-
out character is dangerous. The tremendous development of the
art of destruction shows how man can misuse his intelligence
to his own undoing. Similarly he has little respect for the
modern ways of training the intellect, and considers right think-
ing rather than intellectual training to be the core of non-vio-
lence. He defines right thinking as the right conception of
fundamentals.61 He lays due stress on the importance of the
intellect in the pursuit of non-violence and holds that belief in
non-violence, specially in the case of leaders, should be intelli-
gent and creative. "If intellect plays a large part in the field of
violence, I hold that it plays a larger part in the field of non-
violence."52 Again, ". . .true practice of ahimsa means also, in

Nehru, Jawaharld Nehru, p. 509.
61 Mira, Gleanings, p. 24.
., July 21, 1940, p. 210.